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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via email 
to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members district-wide 
via highlights of Board of Education happenings, programs, events, staff and student achievements and 
more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Specialist, 

        793-3210 ext. 404, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

Budget Brief  
The Plainville Board of Education and administra-
tion has worked hard to craft a 2010-11 budget 
that contains no layoffs or lost positions. Both the 
Board of Education and administration understand 
that the elimination of jobs only contributes to the 
economic problem that the town and nation cur-
rently face.  
On Wednesday, Federal Reserve Chairman Ben 
Bernanke testified before Congress that he has 
confidence in the stability of the current economic 
recovery. However, he stated that the poor fiscal 
conditions of many state and local governments 
have led to continuing cutbacks in workers as an-
other force that will hold back the recovery. 
The 2010-11 budget, which includes an increase 
to the Board of Education budget of 2.1%, will go 
to an all-day town wide vote on April 27th. If the 
budget fails, it is likely that further reductions will 
need to be made in advance of a second vote 
which would occur on May 11th

.  

Meteorologist Art Horn Visits MSP 
Meteorologist Art Horn recently visited sixth grad-
ers at the middle school, and presented his pro-
gram, “How the Weather Works.” Horn’s program 
covered the earth’s relationship to the sun and the 
making of the seasons, air density, air pressure, 
water vapor, convection and the formation 
of clouds, among many other meteorological top-
ics. The visit was arranged by sixth grade science 
teachers Gary Feltt and Julie Slowik in conjunc-
tion with David Moore, the MSP Science Instruc-
tional Leader. A grant secured by Moore from the 
Petit Family Foundation last summer supported 
the program. The Petit Family Foundation grant is 
intended to support programs that improve student 
interest in science and develop the aspirations in 
students to pursue a career in science.  
 

Students Design District Signage  
Students in the communications and construction 
classes at Plainville High School recently designed 
and produced signage for the Adult and Continuing 
Education Department and the district’s Central Of-
fice area at the Municipal Center. PHS seniors Rob 
Rivera, David Caron and Amanda Lea created the 
Central Office Directory which hangs in the first floor 
lobby of the municipal center, while Rivera created a 
4 x 8 foot sign for the Adult Education program to 
advertise registration for classes. Through the sign-
age projects, the students were able to apply graphic 
design and communication technology in a real 
world application.  

Toffolon Select Choir On the Move 
The Toffolon Select Choir, under the direction of 
Toffolon Music Instructor Ken Quesnel, is enjoying 
a full compliment of performances this spring. The 
group recently performed as part the “Evening of 
Jazz” program at the Gloria Dei Church in Bristol, 
and at the April 12 Board of Education meeting. The 
Choir will be performing “America the Beautiful” at 
the May 10 New Britain Rock Cats game and will be 
touring local nursing homes on June 4. The musi-
cians will also be performing an evening of music at 
the West Avon Congregational Church on June 11, 
which will include a special performance by Toffolon 
pianists. The Toffolon Select Choir is comprised of 
33 Toffolon students in grades two through five. 

Did You Know? 
The Town Wide Art Show, featuring kindergarten 
through grade 12 student art work opens at the 
Plainville Public Library on May 7. An opening re-
ception will be held that evening from 5:30PM -
7:30PM, with refreshments provided by the high 
school’s culinary classes. The art show will run 
through June 3. 


